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Abstract. Every day new words and phrases appear in the English language, which replenish
the active vocabulary. The main reason for this is the development of science and technology, as
well as in connection with a change in social values. The purpose of the given article is to present
various interpretations of the term neologism in a diachronic aspect and to introduce the main
structural and semantic features of this concept. The scientific and practical significance lies in the
fact that the analysis was performed with its own conclusions, as well as an experiment was
conducted that proves the relevance of the conversion method. Methods that were used in the
research are: the analysis, synthesis and experiment. This article presents various interpretations
of the term “neologism” by modern linguists. The main terms of the new words are highlighted
and a specific analysis is given. Two structural classifications of the formation of new words are
noted, the actual semantic reasons for the appearance of new words are described. Examples of
neologisms with different structure of formation are presented. The information of the article can
be used by teachers, students in the field of linguistics and neology. Moreover, the facts might be
useful for everyone who is interested in the theme of English neologisms and learning English as
well.

Keywords: neologisms, diachronic aspect, classification, new words, structural-semantic
features, media, conversion method, neologism explosion

Basic provisions

The main points of the given article are that it deals with the current theme of
neologisms, that is, new English words that are actively used in speech. The term
neologism is taken as a basis and considered in a diachronic aspect. In this regard,
specific judgments about this definition are regarded. The features of semantics and
structure are described. This gives a complete picture of the neologisms of the
English language and their use in both oral and written speech. In a supplement, an
experiment which was conducted among students provides additional conclusions
about neologisms at the moment in social society.

Introduction

As we know the concept of “neologie” (in French — “neologie”) appeared in
France in 1758. The study of neologisms in linguistics began in the 60s of the XX
century, and the field of Neology began to form in lexicology.
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So, according to many scientists involved in the field of linguistics, neologisms
are directly related to the renewal, development and modernity of the language, as
they reflect new processes taking place in the world in various types of activities. It
goes without saying that the appearance of new words expand the horizons of
cognitive thinking through the prism of renovation and evolution, which gives a
person an advantage in deep knowledge of modern and classical English as well.
That is why it might be concluded that neologisms are of great importance in
replenishing the lexical vocabulary of the English language.

The topicality of the article is conditioned by the constant development and
updating of the language. There are a large number of meanings of the term
“neologism” and as a result, scientists and philologists interpret this definition in
their own way. Thus, it is important to know and understand the meaning of the term
“neologism”.

The aim of the given article is to consider various interpretations of the term
“neologism” in a diachronic aspect. Along with this, to highlight the most relevant
and appropriate definitions which corresponds to the material of our research.
Moreover, the basic structural and semantic classification of neologisms with
examples will be considered.

Materials and methods

I.V. Arnold a famous linguist designated neologisms as “words or
phraseological phrases that enter the language due to the development of science and
technology, changes in everyday and social life” [1]. Consequently, neologisms can
be not only words, but also whole phraseological phrases that reflect various changes
in all spheres of life and activity. Undoubtedly, the influx of new words is associated
with the development of scientific technologies, as many new names appear that
replenish the active vocabulary.

Philologists N.S.Valgina and D.E. Rosenthal describe neologisms as “new
words appearing in the language as a result of the emergence of new concepts,
phenomena and qualities” [2, p.46]. Therefore, it can be not only words, but also
various qualities and phenomena that are inherent to the present and relevant in a
certain environment. Unquestionably, these phenomena replenish the English
language with new lexical units.

In turn, I.LR. Galperin presents the term “neologism” as ambiguous. In his
opinion, “everything in this definition is vague, since most often in dictionaries it is
regarded as a new word or a new meaning for a previously existing word. The
emergence of new words occurs as a result of the development of science, to describe
various nuances, as well as for an economical and compact means of conveying the
basic essence of speech” [3]. Hence, new words can be used in different situations
to more accurately describe a specific case. It should be noted that neologisms can
shorten speech, which is a modern trend in colloquial speech among young people.

For instance, the English scientist P. Newmark reviewed new words from the
point of view of “some lexical or existing units that acquire a new sense” [4, p.140].
As a result, we can conclude that words that already exist can acquire a completely



different, new meaning. Ergo, these words reflect the changes taking place in
society, as well as the specifics of certain areas, such as politics, economics and law.

H. Hitchings indicates that “one of the reasons for the use of new words is that
words that already exist are discolored due to frequent use in oral as well as written
speech. Fresh ideas, values, require new terminology. Neologisms are a solution to
a problem, an innovation that is a clear, strong and evocative style” [5]. It can be
noted that the British writer has a positive attitude to the appearance of new words,
even if it happens for a short time. Neologisms help to describe the situation in a
more presentable way and make it possible to avoid casual repetitions, clumsy
expressions.

The Collins online dictionary we came across the following definition of the
new word: “Neologism is a new word or expression in a language, or a new meaning
for an existing word or expression” [6, p.1]. As we that this definition is standard
and does not carry additional meanings and shades than in the previously mentioned
sources.

E.A. Koltsova in her article entitled “Neologisms of the English language of
the 21st century” interprets new lexical units as “words or phrases that are new in
their form and meaning at the current time and have a new socio-cultural meaning”
[7,p.2]. In addition, it is worth noting that she considers the definition in two aspects,
which most often reflect social changes in society.

Seven definitions of neologisms were considered in the diachronic aspect, that
is, from earlier to newer terms. Thus, after analyzing these definitions, it is worth
noting that the neologism in online sources and articles at the present stage is
considered briefly and clearly, practically without any explanations. However, the
definitions of fundamentalists are extensive and reveal the essence of new lexical
units, which makes it possible to understand new phenomena and their features
occurring in the language more deeply. Thereby, we have identified three definitions
that, in our opinion, reflect the whole meaning of new words with additional shades
and are suitable for further research. We base the definition I.V. Arnold, I.R.
Galperin and H. Hitchings.

Having familiarized with the various concepts of the term “neologism”, next
we consider the basic structural classification of the formation of a new vocabulary.
L. Gilbert identifies the following classification:

1) phonological neologisms;

2) morphological neologisms:

a) word composition;

b) affixal neologisms;

c) converted neologisms;

d) reduction;

3) borrowing [8, p.19].

Succeeding, we want to present examples of neologisms from the Cambridge
Dictionary: zizz (drowsiness, originated from sounds made in a dream); cyberfraud
(fraud that is common on the Internet); gapbunssa (mood changes in a comfortable
environment); productivity theatre (employee behavior when he/she seems to be



working hard) [9]. Here are examples of some types of neologisms according to the
structure of Louis Gilbert.

Peter Newmark notes the following structural classification of new word
formation:

1) blending;

2) generifying words;
3) borrowing;

4) semantic drift;

5) compounding;

6) affixation [4].

Furthermore, examples of new words: anti-perk (the advantage that a person
gets because of his/her work, although the work is absolutely not useful for society);
boomerang employee (an employee who returns to a job where he/she previously
worked); space brolly (an antenna that can collect information about forests from
space); energy-positive (a building that emits more energy than it consumes)[9].

The methods used in our research are analysis, synthesis and experimentation.
Due to the fact that conversion has again become a productive way of forming new
words in the English language and in the course of our research we found neologisms
formed in this way, we decided to conduct a small experimental task. The aim of the
assignment was to find out how quickly and easily the students would comprehend
neologisms (recognize parts of speech) in sentences and their meanings.

Results and discussion

Fifteen English-speaking people took part in our mini-experiment. Most
participants coped with the task productively. Neologisms were identified correctly.
Only two people made one mistake each in parts of speech. More difficulties arose
in understanding the semantics of the word, four people had four mistakes, and two
respondents had two. The semantics part was complicated for them because some of
them understood the meaning literally, without thinking about the deep meaning of
the word. Thus, we have made sure that neologisms are a relevant topic for people
who speak English.

Here is the example of sentences that were used in the task (with an explanation
of semantics):

1) Girlfriends came in while | was matchaing with my sister (to matcha is
a verb that means to drink matcha, that is, a Japanese drink).
2) Hi! I did not have time yesterday, | wildberriesed (to wildberries is a

verb that means to place an order on the well-known online platform Wildberries
(prototype of Amazon platform).

3) | am moching right now, and what are you doing? (to mochi is a verb
that means the process of eating Japanese sweets mochi).
4) Is Kate really foxing on us? (to fox means to deceive, to cheat).

5) They were working in the field and they need to put the add! (add is a
noun that means an additive (food)).

6) Your clothes are bohoary today (bohoary is an adjective that means you
are dressed in boho style).



7) A covetal opponent to win (covetal is an adjective that means thirsty,
conversed from the word covet).

8) He has iPhoneous apps in his software (iPhoneous is an adjective that
means applications that are downloaded in iPhones).

The participants identified the words easily since they knew the original words
and were able to correctly guess the new meaning, thanks to the context and because
they could also identify the parts of speech and the parts of the sentences.

In order to carry out the task, first of all we made up eight neologisms which
were formed by the conversion method. In order for people not to have great
difficulties in understanding, we used these new words in context, that is, in
sentences. The task was to find a neologism in a sentence, indicate which part of
speech it refers to and what approximate semantic meaning the neologism has. The
task was prepared on the Learning Apps platform, where there is a special function
for creating various exercises including an open form.

Conclusion

In our world everything is undergoing development, language is no exception.
There is a process of renewal and change in various spheres. Thanks to the creation
of new technologies, the discovery of new resources, as well as due to continuous
innovations in the social environment, new words and concepts, that is, neologisms,
arise.

Computerisation, informatisation of the times of globalisation, under the
influence of important factors, increases the number of new words that enter the
vocabulary and add to the general vocabulary.

In addition to the structural and semantic analysis of media neologisms, a mini-
experiment was conducted. In the Learning Apps program, we created an exercise
with converted neologisms that we came up with ourselves. As a result of our
research, the respondents correctly identified the neologisms in sentences and parts
of speech. Sometimes people had problems understanding the semantics of a word,
since not everyone recognized the main word.

Summing up, it should be emphasized that neologisms are used not only in the
contexts of the article, but also in the headlines, thereby attracting the attention of
readers and highlighting new trends taking place in the world. N.Chomsky believed
that language is innate, or in other words, we are born with language capacity.
Language rules are influenced by experience and learning, but the capacity for
language itself exists with or without environmental influences. According to his
point of view people are born with a predisposition to learn language. The essence
of his theories of language acquisition state that human beings are pre-wired to learn
language and in fact are born with the basic rules for language intact. Many of the
unique details of any specific language structure are heavily influenced by the
environment, but the human brain is ready made to quickly acquire language at
specific stages in the developmental process [10].

A large number of neologisms appear due to new discoveries and changes in
many areas. Thus, science and technology do not stand still, and generate new words
which are called neologisms. Next, we will consider the specific causes of the



emergence of modern neologisms, as well as give examples. Examples: Social
changes taking place in the world (thermal tourism - travel to a warm country for the
winter period to avoid high utility bills in your own country), Interests and
characteristics of people for a comfortable life (brown noise-sounds that help people
fall asleep quickly/ birdsong, the sound of waves), Economic, political updates and
changes that form the active vocabulary of the English language (director of first
impressions - The person who greets visitors (hostess)).

Therefore, on the basis of theoretical research in the field of Neology and
applied research aimed at determining the linguistic status of neologisms,
neologisms can be classified as socio-historical. It forms the concept of multifaceted
relativity of the concept of renewal on the basis of three main categories: “Time”,
“Space”, “Movement” (action) [11, p.33].

The present time might be characterized as a “neologism explosion™ in the
English language. This process is associated with various circumstances that help
new words and concepts to arise across the board. Especially a large number of
neologisms arises in such areas as politics, economics, sports, science and
technology, medicine, fashion. Thus, we see that in each area there is a continuous
emergence of new words, due to the use of new technologies or the development of
certain structures in a particular area. Almost every linguist and philologist who is
engaged in research of “neologisms” interprets this concept in his/her own way.

So, having considered the definitions of the concept of “neologism”, its features
we have chosen the most acceptable definitions for further scientific research. Two
main classifications of the formation of new words have been identified supported
by various. The current reasons for the emergence of new words are explained.
Therefore, here 1s an analysis of the term “neologism” in the diachronic aspect taking
into account the additional information concerning this phenomenon.

Besides, an experiment was conducted among students, which showed that
neologisms are an integral part of our life. In addition, it showed that the active use
of neologisms in various spheres of modern activity. It is worth noting that
neologisms are not always identified with a full understanding, but the general
meaning is interpreted correctly, based on the general context. Thus, it can be
concluded that excessive and unreasonable use of neologisms leads to a violation of
the semantic content of the text.
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Anparna. KyH callblH aFbUIIIBIH TUTIHAE OEICEeHl CO3/iK KOPABl TOJBIKTHIPATHIH >KaHA
ce37ep MEH ce3 TipkecTepi maiga Oomanpl. XKaHa ce3nep FhUIBIM MEH TEXHUKAHBIH JaMybIHA,
COHBIMEH KaTap 9JI€yMETTIK KYH/IbUIBIKTAp/IbIH ©3repyiHe OaiaaHbICThI TybIHAAMAbI. MaKanaHbIH
MaKcaThl — HEOJIOTU3M TEPMUHIHIH SPTYPJIl TYCIHAIpMENEpiH TUaXPOHIBIK acleKTiae Oepy KoHe
OCBI YFBIMHBIH HETi3I KYPBUIBIMABIK-CEMaHTHKANIBIK €pEeKIIeNiKTepiIMEH TaHbICThIPY. FbuibiMu-
TOXKIpUOETIK MaHbI3AbUIBIFBI MBIHA/IA: ©31H/IK KOPBITHIHABUIAPHI Oap Tanaay *Kypri3ijjai, COHbIMEH
Katap KOHBEpCHUS OJICIHIH ©3€KTUIrH ASNEeNASHTIH AKCHEPUMEHT XKYpri3iiai. 3eprreyne
KOJIJAaHBUTFaH QJICTEp: Tajiay, CHHTE3 OHE dKcrepuMeHT. by Makanana Kasipri JTUHTBHUCTEp
«HEOJIOTU3M» TEPMUHIHIH 9pTYp:l TyciHAipMmenepi OoiibHIIa 6epinreH. XKaHa cesnep/aiH Herisri
TepMUHJEpl OeNriyieHin, HaKThl Tannay xkacaiaapl. JKaHa ce3JepliH >KacalybIHBIH €Kl
KYPBUIBIMIBIK KIacCU(UKAIMACH aTal oTUIAl, >XKaHa Ce3Jep/iH maiiia OOJybIHBIH HaKThI
CEeMaHTHKaNBIK ceOenTepi cumartanaabl. KypbUIBIMBI OpTYpIli HEOJOTH3MJAEpre MbIcCATAap
KeNTipuireH. MakalaHblH ~MOJIIMETTEpIH JIMHTBUCTHKA JKOHE HEOJIOTHSl  CaJlaChIH/IAFbl
OKBITYIIBUTAP, CTYACHTTEp MainanaHa ananel. CoHmaii-ak (akTijep aFbUIMIBIH HEOJIOTH3MIEPI
TaKbIPHIObIHA YKOHE aFbUIIIBIH TUIIH YHPEHYre KbI3bIFYIIBUIBIK TaHBITAThIHAAPABIH OapIbIFbIHA
Tmafgajel.

Tipex ce3aep: Heoloru3Maep, AMAXPOHJBIK AacleKT, Kiaccu(uKalus, jkaHa Cce3Jep,
KYPBUIBIMBIK-CEMaHTUKAJIBIK €PEKIIENIKTEDP, MENa, KOHBEPCHUS 9/IiC1, HEOJOTU3MHIH KOJITaHbLITY
KHLITIT

HOBOE COAEP KXAHHUE INIOHATHUA «<HEOJIOT'U3M» HA
COBPEMEHHOM ATAIIE PA3BUTHUSA JUHTBUCTUYECKON HAYKH
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AHHoTanus. Kaxapli JeHb B aHITIMUCKOM S3bIKE IIOSBIIIIOTCS HOBBIC CJIOBAa H
CJIOBOCOYETaHUs, KOTOPHIE MOIMOJIHAIOT aKTUBHBIN CIIOBApHBbIN 3amac. HoBbie clioBa BOZHUKAIOT B
CBSI3U C Pa3BUTHEM HAYKH U TEXHUKH, a TAKKE B CBSI3U C U3MEHEHHUEM COLIMAJIbHBIX LIEHHOCTEH.
[lenb cTaTbM — NpPEACTaBUTHh PA3JIMYHBIC TOJKOBAHMS TEPMHHA HEOJIOTU3M B JHUAXPOHUYECKOM
aCMeKTe U MPEJCTABUTh OCHOBHBIE CTPYKTYPHO-CEMAHTHUYECKHUE OCOOECHHOCTH 3TOrO TOHSATHUSL.
Hay4nast u mpakTuyeckasi 3HaYMMOCTb 3aKJIF0YACTCS B TOM, UTO ObLI IIPOBEJICH aHAIM3 CO CBOMMU
BBIBOJIAMH, a TAKXK€ MPOBEJICH IKCIIEPUMEHT, JIOKAa3bIBAIOLIUN aKTyaJIbHOCTh METO/1a KOHBEPCHSI.
MerToibl, UCITOIB30BAaHHBIE B UCCIEAOBAHUM: aHAIU3, CHHTE3 U DKCIIEPUMEHT. B MTaHHOM cTaTthe
MIPEJICTABJICHBl Pa3JIMYHBIE TPAKTOBKU TEPMHUHA «HEOJIOTU3M)» COBPEMEHHBIMU JIMHTBUCTAMH.
Brinenensl OCHOBHBIE TEPMHUHBI HOBBIX CJIOB M JIaH KOHKPETHBIM aHanu3. OTMeyaroTcs IBe
CTPYKTYpHBIE KJIacCH(pHUKAIMU 00pa30BaHUs HOBBIX CJIOB, OMMCHIBAIOTCA COOCTBEHHO CMBICIIOBHIE
MPUYHHBI TIOSIBJICHUSI HOBBIX cJIOB. [IpuBeneHbl IpUMEpPHl HEOJOTU3MOB C Pa3HOM CTPYKTYpOH
oOpa3zoBanus. Mupopmarus craTbu MOXKET ObITh UCIOJIb30BaHa MPENOAaBaTeNs MU, CTyICHTaMH
B 00JIACTH SI3BIKO3HAHUS M HEOJIOTUH. A TakKe (DaKThl IPUTOISITCS BCEM, KTO HHTEPECYeTCsI TEMOM
AHTJIMMCKUX HEOJOTU3MOB U U3YUYEHHS aHTJIMHUCKOTO SI3bIKA.

KuioueBble ¢j10Ba: HEOJIOTU3MBI, IMAXPOHUYECKHM aCIeKT, Kilaccu(rKalys, HOBBIE CJIOBA,
CTPYKTYpHO-CEMaHTHYECKUE MPU3HAKH, MEJI1a, METO]l TPeoOpa3oBaHusl, B3PhIB HEOJIOTH3Ma
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