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Abstract. Online discourse is considered to be relatively a new field for researching
although it is attracting views of scholars all over the world. It is evident that online discourse
merits special attention. Consequently, this paper is devoted to the importance of virtual discourse.
Our interest to online discourse was stimulated by pragmatic strategies of adolescent virtual
discourse.

Thus, this study aims to ascertain pragmatic strategies of virtual discourse. To accomplish
this goal the attempts of reviewing discourse, its kinds and pragmatic intentions of communicants
of virtual discourse, revealing the phenomenon of virtual language personality in some degree
were undertaken. To define the pragmatic strategies of virtual discourse the authors applied to
extracts of online Russian speaking adolescent virtual language personality texts.

The research methodology is based on traditional linguistic methods, such as observation
method, that allowed us to observe online texts from pragmalinguistic point of view, descriptive
method, that was helpful in describing the pragmatic intentions of inter-communicants, contextual
method, due to which we could see the sphere of communication, componential analysis, that
facilitated analyzing the chosen linguistic means,interpretative analysis, which granted to highlight
pragmatic strategies, etc.

Current paper results in highlighting pragmatic strategies of adolescent virtual discourse
analyzing the extracts from Facebook as one genre of virtual communication during winter
vocation period.

Scientific results of demonstrating pragmatic strategies of adolescent virtual discourse make
it practically significant as an auxiliary tool for students, young researchers who are interested in
discourse studies.

Keywords: discourse, virtual discourse, pragmalinguistics, anthropocentric paradigm,
virtual language personality, communication, Facebook, wordplay, pragmatic strategies

Introduction

The start of XXI century is the epoch of innovation technologies. Innovation
technology not only facilitates data store but creates new sphere of language
existence. Internet contributes to the creation of specific environment of discourse
as virtual discourse. Thus, we base our investigation on the following key points:

1. Virtual discourse as the object of linguistics can be studied in the
framework of pragmalinguistics. Pragmalinguistic approach to virtual discourse
reveal pragmatic strategies of interlocutors.

2. The phenomenon of online interlocutors scientifically termed as virtual
language personality (VLP) can be revealed through virtual discourse texts.
Investigation of VLP and VLP’s pragmatic strategies can be advanced within
anthropocentric paradigm that is a priority direction in contemporary linguistics.

3. Pragmatic intentions of VLP can be expressed through choice of
language means. Selected lexemes demonstrate the VLP’s level of language
competencies for online interaction.
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The term “discourse” initially launched into linguistics by one of the earliest
discourse analysts Zellig Harris in 1952 is acquiring a lot of scientific interpretations.
Theoretical review outlines that initially discourse was studied by three
linguistic schools: Anglo-American, French and German —Austrian linguistic
scholars.

In the Anglo-American linguistic tradition the concept of discourse is
regarded as “connected speech” while discourse is identified with dialogue.
Discourse analysis is aimed at oral communication i.e. the interaction between
speaker and listener [1, pp.61-75].

According to German linguistic school concept of discourse corresponds to
analysis of speech “Konversatiosanalyse” [2, p.147].

The very profound third approach was demonstrated by French linguistic
school. Discourse was studied in philosophical, historical, psychoanalytic and as
the last in linguistic directions. As the basic concept it develops in the 70-s. of the
XX century in the works of French historian and linguist Michel Foucault.
Discourse in French school is analysed in the works of L. Althusser, M. Pesce and
the French-Swiss linguist P. Serio. Discourse analysis is the analysis of texts
produced within an institutional framework endowed with a historical, social and
intellectual focus [3, p.126].

American pioneer in the field of discourse analysis Teun A. Van Dijk
highlights the importance of approaching discourse in cross-discipline methods as
well as other relevant methods in the humanities and social sciences [4].

Following the idea outstanding Russian discourse analyst V.Karasik grasps
discourse as a text of communication. In this regard, he evaluates investigating
discourse from linguistic, sociolinguistic, linguocultural and pragmatic viewpoints.

Viewed linguistically discourse is construed by such features as completeness,
correctness and logicality.

Sociolinguistics deals with the analysis of discourse participants as
representatives of a particular social group, and also studies the implementation of
discourse in a broad sociocultural context [5, pp.129—-132].

From sociolinguistic viewpoint V.Karasik interprets discourse as
“communication between people, considered from the perspective of their social
group or in relation to a particular typical speech-behavioral situation, for example,
institutional communication” [6, 194 p.].

The linguo-cultural approach to discourse pays attention to peculiarities of
communication within a particular ethnic group, as well as to description of formula
models of speech mode of action and the dominant of a given linguistic culture [7,
pp.29-33]. The linguistic-stylistic approach to the study of discourse is manifested
in determining the parameters of functioning and registers of communication, as
well as in the analysis of oral and written speech, their genres and various stylistic
features [8, pp 214-234].

Regarding discourse from the standpoint of pragma-linguistics, one should
focus on interaction of participants, genre and style of communication where they
exchange emotions explicitly or implicitly [4].



Pragmatic intentions of participants are found as vital in approaching virtual
text pragmalinguistically.

All of the above approaches to the concept of discourse do not contradict each
other; on the contrary, they complement each other, allowing us to consider the
concept “discourse” from different angles and expand its usual range.

Assuming literary review to definition of discourse, we are certain that most
researchers are consistent that discourse is a form of language use. Pragma-linguistic
interpretation of discourse bases that it is a cognitive-communicative act, which is
supposed to have in addition to text, presupposition and context (pragmatic, social,
cognitive) are highlighted, which determine the choice of linguistic means.

Here it is worth to spotlight on difference of parallel used terms as “internet
discourse” and “virtual discourse”. As we discussed in one of our previous papers
“Genres of Virtual Discourse” “virtual discourse” differentiates by asynchronous,
anonymous, global and text-based ways of virtual communication [9, pp.156-161]

If to talk about aims of virtual discourse, it should be noted that virtual
discourse has a whole variety of functions as in real communication like
communicative, wordplay, educational, socializing, manipulative function on others
etc. However, as the most general goal of virtual discourse should be noted also by
self-expression of Virtual Language Personality (further VLP). VLP is one of the
most actively developing areas in contemporary discourse. In the process of virtual
communication VLP realizes his/her desire for publicity, for recognition by others
remaining anonymously. Virtual discourse strategies consist of communicative
pragmatic intentions, concretizing VLP’s goals.

In the result of the above-metioned theoretical review on “discourse”, “virtual
discourse” definition and VLP we confide that human factor plays a crucial role in
all these viewpoints. Thus leads us to anthropocentric paradigm, which is of high
interest in modern linguistics.

In consonance with anthropocentric approach further, we will advance our
investigation accentuating on wordplay of VLP as one of functions of virtual
communication and pragmatic intentions using such wordplays. As VLP we regard
adolescents who communicate virtually in what ‘sap chatting as one genre of virtual
communication. Let us note that in the speech of adolescents, one can figure out not
only wordplays in all its manifestations, but its amount increases in senior grades in
their virtual communication. Apparently, this is due to the development of discursive
and linguistic-creative thinking of VLP.

Summing up the theoretical observation on the theme, we clearly see high level
of relevance of this topic. Focusing more on virtual discourse, we pursued the
phenomenon of virtual language personality more or less. But the issue of text of
virtual discourse and the aspect of VLP demand more profound considerations which
are aimed for our further studies.

Materials and methods
This study represents qualitative research describing pragmatic intentions of
interlocutors as VLP of virtual discourse. As VLP or virtual interlocutors, we chose



10-14 year old adolescents as their online communication allows us to observe more
strategies that are pragmatic. 10-14 year-old adolescents’ online communication on
Facebook as one genre of discourse served for data source. As data source period
we selected their winter vocation time from the end of December 2023 up to January
8 2024 because to our assumptions the adolescents could communicate online free
without school limitations.

Furthermore, in the process of our research we applied observation analysis,
where we could observe and analyze pragmatic intentions of the adolescents’
communication. With componential analysis, we also figured out the reason of their
choosing a certain word. Interpretative analysis assisted us how the adolescents
attempted to influence their interlocutors. Contextual analysis served well enough in
defining the sphere of their communication.

Results

As the outcome of observing the adolescents’ Facebook communication we
detected that mostly “wordplays” served as impetus for delivering their pragmatic
intentions. As “wordplay” we convey online interlocutors speech behavior based on
a conscious deviation of language norms, destruction of speech norms. Destructing
these norms, they create non-canonical language forms and structures, which as a
result acquire expressive meaning and evoke aesthetic and stylistic effects on their
interlocutors. In the result of observing the adolescents’ virtual communication on
Facebook we detected the following wordplays on different levels of language:

For example in the fragment « Bce dydem koka-xona, éom yeuouws (Vse budet
coca-cola, vot uvidish’)» a VLP follows pragmatic intention of calming down his
interlocutor, wishing his interlocutor not worry about something. He uses actively
advertised on TV target as a source for his wordplay.

In the «Tvt 6611 6 KOHmMp-cmpaiixe 6 knacce guepa? (Ty byl v kontr-straike v
klasse vchera)» a slang “xkoHTp-cTpaiik” meaning ‘“‘conflict situation” originates
from popular among adolescents online play “Counter Strike”. Using this slang in
his wordplay VLP pursues pragmatic intention of attracting attention.

The same pragmatic attention is pursued in «3anomnu, 3aeudyit monua
(Zapomni, zavidui molcha)» quoting a popular film among teenagers.

Pragmatic intention of evaluating his counterpart’s case is present in the
fragment “Bce, mot 1yzep (Vse, ty luser)”’, where “ny3ep ” in the meaning “concede
a game” 1s derived from English “to lose”.

In the fragment «Cusiwus, 3apsaouce no noanoiut (Slysh’, saryadis’ po-polnoi)»
an adolescent is not only playing with words meaning “having his mobile phone
charged fully” but also pragmatically attracts the addressee to the advertisements of
fitness centers or Papa Grill Crisps which are understood as being capable to
energize a person fully.

Pragmatic intentions of VLP are featured in brevity of linguistic means with
help of different shortened and diffused words, as in «Yen, yoecaii om mens (Chel,
ubegai ot menya)», «Tol xo0uws ¢ mecuy u penemy? (1 chodish v teslu or repetu)»,
«Kax oena? —Hopmac. — (Kak dela? —Normas)» and «bpo, 6yoewv uepamo
Pobnexc? (Bro. budesh’ igrat’ Roblex)». In these examples “wern” stands for



“yenogex — a man”, “penem” for “penemumop — a tutor”, «normasy is diffused
form of normalno - ok and “bro” is shortened form of “brother”.

In the following sentence «He mopmosu, cnukepcuu! —Ne tormozi,
snickersni!y the author pragmatically calls his addressee not to retard in something
but have a bite of a candy Snickers in order to energize himself/herself. Pragmatic
intention is expressed with help of well-known advertisement in order to stimulate
his addressee.

More interesting pragmatic intention is revealed in «9mo 6s110 npocmo kpau.
— Eto bylo prosto crash, where “crash” differing from its original negative meaning
“collapse, failure’ acquires a positive meaning of resulting something on “superb,
perfect” level according to the author’s pragmatic intention to impact his interlocutor
emotionally.

Discussion

The outline of the above-scrutinized theoretical review and the pragmatic and
structural analyses of extracts from virtual discourse texts allow us to draw the
following assumptions:

- Virtual discourse should be studied in the triangle “Online discourse — Text -
VLP”, where one should first highlight differing features of online discourse from
other types of discourse, secondly text of online discourse also demands subtle view
as is a debatable topic and thirdly VLP requires to be imparted underlining linguistic
online competencies;

- Discourse attracting more interests can be grouped into several kinds, among
which virtual discourse being the most relevant and promising direction in modern
pragmalinguistics;

- Virtual discourse is becoming very popular among adolescents where the
younger generations socio- and pragmatic strategies are clearly seen;

- Adolescent discourse reflects innovative, pragmalinguistic and sociocultural
changes in society, education and culture, which can be studied through expressions
of their intentions;

- The younger generations’ choice of vocabulary can be characterized by
informality, language brevity, emotional coloring and deviations of language norms;

- Lexemes of younger generations analysed from the point of pragma-
linguistics indicate favoring informal, emotional expressed, deviated from the norm
and shortened words are resulted from such pragma-linguistic strategies of VLP as

* to attract and interest their interlocutors;

* endeavoring the communicants;

* striving aesthetic impact online environment, etc.

Conclusion

Communication online is an important challenge for investigation in
contemporary linguistics. Although study of discourse is one of the most actively
developing areas of modern linguistics, but many questions remain debatable
regarding the essence of this phenomenon and its types, in particular virtual
discourse.



Summing up we can state that our attempt to investigate the adolescent virtual
discourse from the point of pragma-linguistics clearly indicated pragmatic strategies
of the interlocutors expressing their pragmatic intentions. Moreover, the achieved
goal of this study has convinced us that VLP’s linguistic competencies is worth
enough to draw scholars’ attention deeper, as adolescent VLP’s language
competencies appear to be alarming due to the fact expressing pragmatic intentions
they are linguistically limited appealing to informal words, slangs in general.

Linguistic limitations of adolescent VLP applying mostly slangs addressing
their pragmatic intentions cause some risk for literacy of the whole society, as the
adolescents are future of the society.

Further, this study is eager to be continued in the framework of investigating
pragmatic strategies of other kinds of discourses, as educational discourse, political
discourse, scientific discourse, etc.
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Anparna. VHTepHET-IUCKYpC 9JIEM FalbIMIAPbIHBIH KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIFEIMEH TYFhI3FaHMEH,
CaJIBICTBIPMAIIBI TYPJIE KaHa 3epTTey cajlachl OObIN caHanaabl. OHIANH JUCKYPCTBIH €peKIle
Hazap ayJlapyasl KaxeT eTeTiHairi gaycei3. Ochbl cebenteH Oyl Makaia BUPTyas bl JUCKYPCTHIH
MaHBB3IBUIBIFEIH  capaniayFa OareiTTanFaH. JKacecmipiMiep BHUPTYalibl JUCKYPCHIHBIH
[parMaTuKagblK  CTpaTeTusIapblH  HaKTbhulay  OI3[1H  OHJAMH  JUCKYpCKa  JereH
KBI3BIFYIIBUTBIFBIMBI3FA ce0eT OO IbI.

by 3eprTeyain 6acTbl MakcaThl BUPTYa bl AUCKYPCTAFbI IParMaTUKAIBIK CTPATErHsIapabl
aHbIKTay. ATaJFaH MaKcaTKa KOJ JKeTKi3y YIIiH BUPTyasJbl TIJIIK TYJIFAHBIH OOJMBICHIH Ay,
JUCKYPCTBI capajiay, OHbIH TYpJIEpiHE TOKTAITY 5KOHE BUPTYaJJbl AUCKYPC KOMMYHUKAHTTaPbIHBIH
MparMaTUKalbIK CTpaTervsulapblHa Taljdy jkacady CHSKTBI MIHACTTEp JKY3ere achIPhULIBL.
BupTtyannbl IUCKypCThIH MparMaTHKaNbIK CTpAaTervsulapblH aHBIKTAy YIIIH Makajla aBTOpJapbl
OPBICTUII JKacecHipiMIepaiH BUPTYaJIbl AUCKYPCTaFbl MOTIHACPIHIH Y3iHALIEpiHE JKaH-)KaAKThI
JIMHTBOIPArMaTUKAaJbIK TaJIay jKacabl.

3epTTey CUnaTTaMaibIK 9/1iC, KOHTEKCTIK Taiiay, KOMIIOHCHTTIK TaJIJ1ay, THTEPIPETALUSIIBIK
Tajjay SAicTepl CUSKTHI JUHTBUCTHUKAIA KAJIBIITACKAH AICTYPII 9/1iCTep apKbUIbI KY3€re acThl.
bakplnay TociTi OHIAH MOTIHIEPII MPAarMaTMHTBUCTHKA TYPFBICBIHAH KapacThIPpy/ia KOJIIaHbLICA,
CUNIATTaMalbIK OSJIC OHJIAWH MOTIHIAEpIAErT KOMMYHHUKAHTTApAbIH MparMaTHKaIbIK HUETTEPiH
cunartayra MyMKiHmIK Oepzi. KoHTekcTik Tanmay omici apKpuUibl 0i3 KapbIM-KATBIHAC AasCHIH
aHBIKTAIl, KOMIIOHCHTTIK 9JIC apKbUIbl TaHJAJFaH TULMIK Kypaaaapibl KOMIOHEHTTEpre OeJIim
KapacThIpAbIK. KOMMYHHKAHTTApABIH NPAarMaTUKalbIK CTPaTeTUsJIApPbIH  HAKThUIAY — YIOiH
MHTEPIPETAIMSIIBIK TaNJIay 9/1iCIHE KYTIHIIK.

MakanaHbelH 0acThl HOTHXKECI - JKac JKETKIHIIEKTEPJiH KbICKBI JEMAJbIC YaKbIThIHAFbI
BUPTyalIbl JUCKYpCThIH Oip >kaHpel peTiHae Facebook kemiciHaeri KapbIM-KaThIHAC
MOTIHAEPIHET] TPArMaTUKAIIBIK CTPATCTUsIIAPBIHBIH aHBIKTATYBI OOJIIBI.

MakasnaHblH FBUIBIMU HOTHDKECI PETiHAE Kac KETKIHIIEKTEePAiH BUPTYaJAbl AUCKYPCTAFbI
MParMaTHKAIBIK CTPATCTHSUIAPBIHBIH AHBIKTATYBl 3€PTTEYMIH TPAKTHKAIBIK MAaHBI3IbLIBIFBIH
KYpaii OTBIPHIIN, AUCKYPC CalaChIHAAFbl 3€PTTEYJIEPTe KbI3bIFYIIBLUIBIK TAHBITATHIH CTYCHTTEPTE.
JKac FajbIMIapra KeMeKIIl Kypai 0oJia ajiajbl.

Tipek ce31ep: ANCKYpC, BUPTyaJ bl AUCKYPC, MPAarMalIWnHTBUCTHKA, AHTPOTOLIEHTPUCTIK
napajurMa, BUpTyasiJibl TUAIK TyJIFa, KoMMyHuKaiwms, Facebook, ce3 KyObLIBICH, TparMaTuKaIbIK
CTpaTrerusiap

MPAT'MATUYECKUE CTPATEI'MA BUPTYAJIBHOT'O JUCKYPCA
Kaz6exoBa M.K.!, *Cynran6ekoBa C.A >
1*2 Eppa3suiickuii HallMOHAJILHBIN YHUBEPCUTET
nmenu JI.LH.I'ymunesa, Acrana, Kazaxcran

AHHOTanusl. AHajau3 OHJIAWH-IHUCKypca CUYUTAEeTCs OTHOCHUTEIBHO HOBOW 00JacThbiO
WCCJIEZJIOBAHHUS, XOTSI OH MPUBJIEKAET BHUMAHUE YUEHBIX CO BCEro Mupa. O4eBUIHO, YTO OHJIAMH-
JHMCKYpC 3aciykKuBaeT 0co0oro BHUMaHus. Clie0BaTeabHO, JaHHAs CTaThs IOCBSILEHA BA)KHOCTH
BUPTyaJbHOr0 JucKypca. Ham wuHTEpec K  OHJAMH-TUCKypcy ObUT  CTUMYIHUpPOBaH
nparMaTH4C€CKUMHU CTPATETUAMHA ITOAPOCTKOBOT'O BUPTYaJIbHOI'O O6H.[CHI/I$I.

Takum 00pa3oM, AaHHOE HCCIEIOBAHHWE HAINPABICHO HA BBIABICHHE MpParMaTHYECKUX
CTpaTreruii BUPTyaJbHOTO JUCKypca. JIJisi MOCTHKEHHS STOM 11eTu ObUTH TIPEINPUHSATHI MTOMBITKA
PacCMOTpPEHHUs TUCKYpCa, €r0 BUAOB U MPAarMaTM4eCKUX HAMEPEHUH Y4aCTHUKOB BUPTYaJIbHOIO
JTUCKypca, a TakKe BbISIBJICHHE (EHOMEHA BHUPTYyaJbHOM $3BIKOBOW JIMYHOCTH B HEKOTOPOM
creneHu. g ompenesceHuss IParMaTU4eCKUX CTPAaTeruil BUPTYaJbHOIO JUCKypca aBTOPBI
06paTI/IJ'II/ICB K BBIACPIKKaM U3 TCKCTOB OHJIaI>'IH-O6HICHH$I PYCCKOA3BIYHBIX ITOAPOCTKOB.

MGTO,Z[OJIOFI/I}I HUCCICAOBAHUS OCHOBaHa Ha TPAAUIUOHHBIX JIMHTBUCTHYCCKUX MCETOHAX,
TAaKUX KaK METOJ HaOIIOICHMsI, KOTOPbIM IO3BOJIMI HaM paccMaTpUBaTh OHJIAHH-TEKCTBI C
mnpar MaJIMHTBUCTHUECKOM TOYKH 3pCHUA, OIMMCaTeIbLHBIN METOA, KOTOpBIfI OBUI IOJIE3EH JIIsL



ONHUCAaHUS MpPAarMaTHUYECKUX HaMEpPEHWH YYaCTHUKOB OOILEHUs, KOHTEKCTyalbHbBII METON,
Omaromapsi KOTOpOMY MBI MOTJIH BUJIETh C(hepy KOMMYHUKAIIUH, KOMIIOHECHTHBIH aHaN3, KOTOPBIN
o0Jierymi1 aHaJIn3 BbIOPAHHBIX JTMHIBUCTUYECKUX CPEACTB, MHTEPIPETAaTUBHBIN aHAJIN3, KOTOPBII
II03BOJIMJI BBIJEJIUT IPAarMaTu4eCcKue CTPAaTeEruu 1 TaK Jajee.

Pe3ynbTrarhl HacTOAIIEH CTAaThU, BBISBISIOLIME [TPArMATUYECKUE CTPATETUH MOAPOCTKOBOIO
BUPTYaJbHOTO JUCKypca Ha OCHOBE aHaiu3a BeIAepkek u3 Facebook kak ogHOro m3 »aHpoB
BUPTYaJbHOIO OOLICHHS B MEPHOJI 3UMHHUX KaHMKYJ, MMEIOT IMPAKTUYECKOE 3HAYEHHE Kak
BCIIOMOTI'aTeIbHBI MHCTPYMEHT JUIsSl CTYAEHTOB M MOJIOABIX UCCIEN0BATEIEH, HHTEPECYIOLUXCS
UCCIICIOBAHUSAMU JTUCKypCa.

KiroueBble  coBa:  [MCKypc,  BHUPTyaJIbHBIM  JUCKYpC,  IIparMaJMHIBHUCTHKA,
aHTPOIIOLIEHTPUUECKAs apaAurMa, BUPTyalibHasl sI3bIKOBAst IMYHOCTh, KOMMYyHHUKanus, Facebook,

Urpa CIIOB, MPAarMaTUIeCKUE CTPATETUN
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