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Abstract. The linguistic nature of the metaphor was being discussed in this article. The
description of the metaphor in the modern mass media is given, the features of its functioning in
the mass media are revealed. Some Kazakh journalistic texts from the media, including electronic
publications of the major news Internet portals: Kazinform, Tengrinews.kz, Vesti.kz, Bnews.kz had
been the material basis of the following research. According to the semantic classification
metaphors can be grouped according to the topic of comparison: political, financial, medical,
military figures of speech and etc. Due to the fact that the subject of our study was journalistic
texts, the metaphor on the material of modern media where metaphor is an increasingly developing
phenomenon had been considered.

The relevance of the proposed study is that recently the effectiveness of the use of metaphor
has increased, and the functioning metaphorical imagery reacts to current events in the country
and the world in accordance with current trends in the language. As a result of the analysis it was
found that in order to have a more effective impact on the recipient and achieve the maximum
result, vocabulary, which is uncharacteristic, sometimes even unacceptable for professional
journalists, is increasingly included in the metaphor in modern media. Jargon, youth slang, and
vernacular words and expressions are used in the transforming of the incomprehensible and
miscellaneous narratives into the more evident report for an uninterested audience. In addition,
thanks to the metaphor use, the journalistic texts had become much more expressive, and it is
introducing some new expressions into the language, so the publications can further educate and
enlighten their readers. Thus, the study of the language of the media today is the new promising
area of the linguistic research.

Keywords: metaphor, metaphorization, opinion journalism, mass media, text-generating
function, personification, recipient,journalism

Basic provisions

Metaphor is an integral part of the language of modern journalism. The
peculiarity of the formation and use of metaphors in the media discourse is
determined by their proximity to the mechanisms of persuasion and evaluation
mechanisms. This predetermines the standard and expected nature of many
metaphors and their inseparable connection with style-forming practice. At the same
time, an important function of the metaphor in the text is also a way of authorizing
the text and self-realization of its author.
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Socio-morphic metaphor dominates in general in the Russian-language texts of
the Kazakhstani press and this type of the metaphors refers to the main components
of the social picture of the world. However the percentage of its components: diverse
sources of metaphorical expansion, varies quite a lot in the publications.

The political position of the author of the article may influence the selection of
metaphorical models and their pragmatic potential.

Introduction

The effectiveness of the use of metaphor is steadily increasing nowadays: such
type of figurative speech is noticeably reacting to current events in the country and
the world in accordance with current trends in the language. In order to have a more
effective impact on the recipient and achieve the maximum result, vocabulary that
IS uncharacteristic, sometimes even unacceptable for journalism, is increasingly
included in the metaphor in modern media. Jargon, youth slang, and vernacular
words and expressions are used in the transforming of the incomprehensible and
miscellaneous narratives into the more evident report for an uninterested audience.
In addition, thanks to the metaphor, the journalistic text becomes more expressive,
bringing new expressions into the language and giving the reader a clearer picture
of what is happening. Thus, the study of the language of the media today is a new
promising area of linguistic research.

A high degree of metaphor is characteristic of journalistic discourse with the
installation of the maximum emotional impact on the addressee. Metaphor is a
phenomenon known since antiquity and very common for linguistics [1, p. 537].
S.A. Kuznetsov had introduced the following definition to the concept under
consideration: “metaphor is the use of a word or expression in a figurative sense,
based on similarity, comparison, analogy” [2, p. 537]. Thanks to the metaphor, many
newspaper articles become much more figurative, expressive and argumentative,
attracting the attention of the addressee. At the same time, a metaphor can also
perform a specific function, with the help of which the most controversial statements
concerning debatable problems can be toned down and silenced.

Material basis and methods
The study of specific media texts in Kazakh linguistics had been accomplished
by G.A. Mashinbaeva, K. Esenova and D. Bismildina [3; 4; 5]. The study of
metaphor in various types of discourse was carried out by many scientists and the
works of N.D. Arutyunov, E.V. Budaeva, V.N. Komissarov, A.P. Chudinova, V.P.
Moskvin, J. Lakoff, M. Johnson and many others can be remarkably singled out of
the other researches. According to the semantic classification, metaphors can be
grouped according to the topic of comparison; political, financial, medical, military
metaphors and etc. Due to the fact that the subject of the study is journalistic texts,
the use of the metaphor as an increasingly developing phenomenon in the modern
media outlets is scrutinized in the present article.
For the sake of the practical research implementation several examples of
metaphors in the language of modern mass media outlets, which semantically
expressed the evaluative characteristics of objects and phenomena, expression and



imagery of speech, were directly related to this work had been identified, selected
and explored. Relevant Kazakh online publications in Russian had been selected,
reflecting different points of view of publicists, as the subject of the analysis of the
demonstrated metaphorical units in the language of the media.

The materials of the study were Kazakh journalistic texts from the media,
including electronic publications of major news Internet portals, namely:

The National Company "Kazakh Information Agency" (“Kazinform") is an
open joint stock company and it is a 100% state-owned enterprise. Kazinform news
distinctive feature is its exclusive use of the Latin-based and Arabic scripts for the
written Kazakh language.

Tengrinews.kz. - one of the leading information websites in the Republic of
Kazakhstan, a source of news, data, allowing people to keep abreast of events both
local and global.

Vesti.kz is a national news portal that publishes news of the main categories,
from world news, news from Kazakhstan and Russia to press releases.

BNews.kz is an information financial portal.

The linguodidactic aspect of the metaphorical models of the analyzed
publications had been written out, analyzed and examined. And the practical
material on metaphors makes it possible to introduce some lexicology students to
one of the most popular types of figurative and expressive means of the language,
teaches the ability to see the metaphor in the text and the hidden meaning contained
in it, which is necessary for mastering the figurative richness of the language. The
students are supposed to isolate the metaphor of the fragments of the textual
publicistic works not only as a means of lexical expressiveness of the language, but
also as a way to build an image, and also to determine the text-forming function of
metaphor, its role in building the denotative and conceptual space of the proposed
text.

Results and discussion

The undermentioned small quantity of the examples of the articles quite clearly
shows the possibilities of metaphor in the study of sections of lexicology and
stylistics of the Russian language. In this section of the study, the analysis of
metaphor in the language of modern mass media was carried out on journalistic
articles of the leading Kazakh Internet news portals.

The “Finnish houses, Soviet streets and American roulette: how Kapshagay
lives” Tengrinews.kz. news article would represent the vivid example of the
metaphorical nature of journalistic discourse so it was the perfect decision to take a
thorough look at the publication. The following is an excerpt from the post in
question: («...Cmoab mobumvlli  mypucmamu 1emom, KypOPMHBIL 20POOOK
Kanwaeaii 6 smom 200y meosxcuoanno cman mecmom Must Visit u sumoti... Mol
mooice He YO0epiHcaiucs, om coOla3Ha U Cbe30UIU 8 OOHO U3 CAMBIX NONYIAPHLIX
Mmecm 3mou 3UmMbsl, HO bonbue 1e0saHbIX 21bl0 HAC 3auHnmepecosanl cam 20p00 u eco
AHcumeiu, y Koniopblx Mbl peutuiu nocnpawiueanib, eCmbs JjauU JHCU3Hb 6 KYPOPMHOM
20pooKe 8 maK Haszvleaembvlit mepmewlil ce30H. Cnotinep: DOILUUHCMBO U3 HUX HA
BCAKUL Cﬂy'{(llz npe()nowzu omeemunib HaA HAUL 60NPOC AHOHUMHKRO, ApcYyMeHmupy



amo 00not ppasoii: "A eopye ceepxy npunemum?"») — (This year the resort town of
Kapshagay, remarkably treasured by summer holidaymakers unexpectedly became
a must-visit place in winter too ... We also could not resist the temptation and went
to one of the most popular places this winter, but we were more interested in the city
itself and its inhabitants, where we decided to ask if there is life in the resort town
during the so-called off season. Spoiler: most of them, just in case, preferred to
answer our question anonymously, arguing this with one phrase: “What if it comes
from above?” ) [6].

In the aforecited fragment of the article “Finnish houses, Soviet streets and
American roulette: how Kapshagay lives” by Anastasia Solntseva, a Tengrinews.kz
correspondent, the expression (A Bapyr ceepxy npmietut) — (What if it comes from
above?”’) had been used as some form of a political metaphor. This metaphor is used
to express the fear, anxiety and fear of the common people in front of high-ranking
people of the state who have institutional privileges in society. Ordinary people are
afraid of punishment from higher government bodies. The use of metaphorization in
this context not only increases the readers’ attention and initiates their reflections on
the content, but also increases the effectiveness of feedback between the media and
the audience.

In the same text of the article, one can also find a number of other metaphors
that perform cognitive and pragmatic functions and have an evaluative quality in the
officially published text: : (“Haubonee npumeuamenvnvim 6 Kanwaeati nam
nokKasajici MquOpaleH noo 2c060pAMUM HA36AHUEM Ilocenok... B smom mecme
Moolicent noKkasamsvcCs, 4mo 6pemsa KdkK 6yamo OCMAHOBUIOCH. y6umble dopozu,
06mapnaHHble c)eepu, HA Komopwvlx 00 cux nop sucum azcumniakam C npu3bl6oOm
nputimu Ha 6vlbopul... Kax Ham pacckazanu cmapodxcunvl, KoJIOpumHsie
08YXIMANCKU 30eCb NOSABUNUCL 80 8peMeHd OCHo8anus 2opooa, 6 1970-x coodax.
"Omu ooma ewe Hac nepexcusym', - cmeromcs mydxcuunsi... ) — (The most
remarkable thing in Kapshagay for us was the Poselok neighborhood with the
distinctive charactonym for a name... In this place, it might appear that time has
stopped: dead roads, shabby doors, on which an agitation poster is still hanging
with a call to come to the election office... As old-timers told us, colorful two-story
buildings appeared here at the time of the foundation of the city, in the 1970s. "These
houses will outlive us," the men laugh...) [7]. That’s why the rhetorical techniques
of personification and comparison are the key elements of the aforecited
metaphorical models like [telling name], [assassinated roads], [time seems to have
stopped], [houses will outlive us]. According to the D.N. Ushakov, a famous
linguist, “personifying metaphors” are the most ancient ones in human vocabulary.

The following metaphors: "the ground is snowy", "the rivers are frozen", "the stream
is running", "the year had just passed”, “"the melancholy never ends"”, "sickening
boredom”, "the feelings are fading away" can also be similarly categorized.
Actually, this is personification, which is usually distinguished as a separate type of
visual and expressive means.

According to the semantic principle the metaphors like [telling name],

[assassinated roads], [time seems to have stopped], [houses will outlive us] are



anthropomorphic figures of speech and they had been formed by the similes of some
inanimate objects and phenomena of objective reality with a person.

It is also worth emphasizing that, depending on the context, there are
phraseological units and phraseological combinations that turn into a metaphor and
vice versa. Similar fusions are called phraseologized metaphors. The article: “The
enterprises are here, butit is a drop in the bucket...” — (IIpeonpusmus ecmo, HO 015
eopooa smo kanis 6 mope...) [8] has got a particular example of the use of
phraseologized metaphors. The signature [A drop in the bucket] expression has the
meaning of an insignificant, insufficient number of the business entities for the
environment of the city in the article. In this connection, the inhabitants of the city
were deprived of jobs, and, accordingly, the material means necessary to maintain
life. In this fragment of a journalistic article, the metaphor [a drop in the bucket]
performs both communicative and pictorial functions.

It should be noted that the metaphor in modern mass media texts can also
perform a compressive function, dressing the author's thought in a concise form.
According to the linguistic works of N.D. Arutyunova “a metaphor is a court verdict
without legal proceeding” [9, p.335]. (“Haoo 6wvimb nenvkom, umobvl NpuHsmb
maxotui Jlecnou kooekc) —(If you re thick as mince you will adopt this Forest Service
legislation) [10] is the strongly marked example of the explicit metaphorical figure
of speech, and authors usually use these metaphors, if they comment on an event or
phenomenon, make their conclusion, which sounds like a sentence in the literal
sense. This metaphorical model provides representations of the expected
consequences of this code. The figurative role of this technique in the newspaper
text is accompanied by an evaluative metaphorical characterization of the people
who have adopted a new set of laws.

Metaphor, unlike other stylistic devices, helps the author to observe the main
principle of literary and journalistic creativity: to write in such a way that words are
cramped and thoughts are spacious. The metaphor undoubtedly emphasizes,
sharpens the thought and, more importantly, promotes aphorism. Solganik G. Ya.
rightfully distinguished that the metaphor allows an expression of thoughtsin an
effective aphoristic form [11, p.40]. Vivid examples of metaphors can already be
found in the title of one of the articles on the financial information portal
BaigeNews.kz “The battle for parking lots in the capital: a loss-making business or
a tidbit?” («bumea 3a napkoeéxu 6 cmoauye: YObIMOUHBILU OUZHEC UTU JTAKOMbILLL
kycok?» ) [12]. Its author had used the metaphorical model of “6uTBa 3a mapkoBku
[battle for parking lots]” to describe the lawsuit and confrontation between the city
government of Nur-Sultan City and the “Parkovochnoe prostrantsvo Astany (PPA)”
LLP, and “makomsrit kycok [tidbit]” had been utilized to represent the pay parking
place, which is a profitable niche for the business and it brings daily income.

Kazakh newspapers reporters have been using a number of language metaphors
which contain military style themed cognitive metaphors in order to describe
confrontations between the society and the state. Military metaphors were being
placed in the metaphorical context which is based on cultural-historical information
or background knowledge of native speakers, and/or the metaphors were being used
in combination with less common and/or culturally-based metaphorical use of the



words: fight, attack, battle, contest, army, mobilization, battles and etc."Time to
mobilize forces: science for the country and against disasters™ is the article which is
able to demonstrate the functioning of these cognitive metaphors in the printed
Kazakh press publications [13].

According to the definitions of the dictionaries of the modern Russian language
the term [mobilization] has the following meanings: the transfer of the armed forces
from a peaceful state to full combat readiness; call-up for military reserve in the
army during the war. However it is certainly comprehensible for the newspaper
audience that the mobilization is viewed and discussed in a figurative sense in the
text itself, and it is defined as the unity and rallying of the human forces of the
Kazakh people in terms of science, which are really necessary for the development
of the state, its economy and society, modern mathematical digital modeling of key
processes in this sphere, as well as ensuring its greater resilience in the face of crises
and a wide range of possible disasters.

The use of military-related metaphors is common, but few achieve the status of
a commonly used metaphor. Basically, they had been created by and used in social
groups associated with military activities. Most of them had appeared in the 20th
century, and if the peculiarities of that time are able to be considered, so it might and
needs to be said that the military metaphors had reflected some facts from the history
of our country, people's attitude to this phenomenon. Consequently, the abundance
of military metaphors in the newspaper can be viewed as a lexical openness of
military vocabulary from the general literary language and as a consequence of the
replication of metaphors by journalists.

Phrases or titles of works of art can also serve as a source of metaphorization.
Here is the example of the one of the details of the subtitle of the article “Sleep well!
How the Acting Minister of Trade and Integration ... visited the members of the
Mazhilis" [14], the subtitle was using the precedent linguistic elements of the title of
the “How a Muzhik Fed Two Officials,” a satire tale of M.E.Saltykov-Shchedrin.
And the aforecited unusual title with elements of irony had been chosen in order to
show how the characters behave in atypical conditions.

The similar example of a phraseologized metaphor can be found in “Everything
1s calm in government debt” ,a title of the article by Roman Markelov, on the Russian
state financing of all current Kazakh national expenses upon condition of the
introduction of a restriction on the purchase of Russian government debt by foreign
investors. “B rocgonre Bcé cmokoiino” — [All is OK with the government debt]
Similar utilization of the metaphor enters into a paradigmatic relationship with the
catchphrase “B barmane Bcé cnokoitno! ” [All is OK in Baghdad!] from the movie
“Alladin and His Magic Lamp” (1966) [15].

Conclusion

The metaphors which are not associated with a specific source of
metaphorization underlying the metaphorical model can also be used to express
evaluation in the modern mass media text writing. The peculiarity of this kind of
metaphors is that, unlike conceptual metaphors, they are not of a typified nature and
can be found not only in the works by publicists. And because the appraisal of such



metaphors does not have a social orientation, the separate group of the metaphors,
which can be distinguished into the group of emotional-evaluative ones, should be
considered and discussed. Emotional and evaluative metaphors retain figurativeness;
in them, an element of figurativeness, along with an evaluative character, also comes
to the fore.

Thus, it can be concluded that the use of metaphors, particularly in the
journalistic style texts, really attracts the attention of the addressee and creates an
informal atmosphere between article writers and their audience. As the results of the
analysis had been showing, it is not common to use only metaphor for the
metaphorization of the high-toned bookish speech by the contemporary published
authors. Similar linguistic devices have been determined and established by the
genuine desire of the authors of the articles to form the most memorable image of
the events or phenomena narrated in the text.
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Angatna. byn makanana MeradOpaHbIH JIMHTBUCTHKAIBIK TaOUFATHl KapacThIPHLIAJIbI.
Kaszipri OykapaJiblk akmapat KypajlaapblHaarsl MeTadopara cunaTTama 0epitin, OHbIH OYKapallbIK
aKrapar KypaaIapelHIarsl (PyHKIIMOHAIIBIK EPEKIICTIKTepl alllbUIa (bl. 3ePTTECYAIH MaTCPHUAIIBIK
6azacel BAK-ThIH KazakcTaHIBIK MyOIUIIMCTHKANBIK MOTiHAEpi, coHbIH imiHae KaszAxnapar,
Tengrinews.kz, Vesti.kz, BNewskz cHAKTBI ipi HHTEpHET-NIOPTAIAAPABIH 3SIEKTPOHIBIK
KapusiaHeIMaapbl  6oabl.  CeMaHTHKaNbIK — KiaccuuKalusra colikec MeTadopanapibl
CAJIBICTBIPY TaKbIPBIObIHA Kapail cascu MeTadopanap, KapKbUIbIK, MEIUITHHAIBIK, SCKEPHU JKOHE
T.0. TomracTeipyra Oojaabl. 3epTTeyIMI3[iH TaKbIPhIObl MMYOJUIIUCTHUKANBIK MOTIHIED
OonFaHIBIKTaH, 013 Ka3ipri 3aMaHfbl OYKapalblK akKmapar KypaJapblHBIH MaTepHAIBIH/A
MeTadopaHbl UITepi TaMbII KeJle )KaTKaH KYOBbUIBIC PETiHJIe KapaCThIP/IbIK.

Y CBIHBUTFAH 3€PTTEY/IiH 63CKTUIIT1 OJ1 eIIET] )KOHEe JIEM/IIK aFbIMIaFbl OKHFaIapra TIJIiH
Ka3ipri TEeHJEHIUSIApbIHA COMKEC OpEeKeT eTyi, COHFBl yakKbITTa MeTadopaHbl KOJAAHYABIH
TUIMIUTITIHIH apTybIHAa. Tannay HOTHXKECIHIC HEFYPIBIM THIMIII 9Cep €Ty JKOHE MaKCHMAJIIbI
HOTHIKETe KOJI J)KeTKI3Y YIIIH Ka3ipri 3aMaHfbl OyKapasblK aKknapaT KypajiaapblHaa MeTadopaHblH
KYpaMbIH/Ia, KeWJe >KYpPHATUCTHKA YIIH KOJIAHCHI3 OOJIBIN TaOBUIATHIHIBIFEl AHBIKTAJIIBL.
Mpicanpl: KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIK TAHBITHANTHIH ayJUTOPUSHBI TYCIHY KUBIH OOIIFaH >KaFaaiina
Kapusiayra sk10eplIMEHTIH aybI3eKl T1J1 MEH KacTapJblH KipMe, )KaproH ce3/iepl KOJIJaHblIalbl.
byn meradopa apkbuibl MyOJUIMCTUKAIBIK MOTIHHIH HEFYpPJIBIM MOHEpJ OOJbIN, TiAre >KaHa
OpHEKTEp/IH KeylHe, OKbIpMaHFa TYCIHYI€ >KEHUI OOJIbIN, AalKbIHIBUIBIKTBI KOpCeTy/e
naiimanansiaael. Ocklnaina, 6yrinri Tanaa BAK TifaiH 3epTTey TMHTBUCTUKATBIK 3epTTEYIePIiH
’KaHa MePCIEKTUBANIBIK OAFBITHI OOJIBIN Ta0bLIA B,

Tipek ce3aep: MeTadopa, MmeTadopbIK, MyOIMIHUCTHKA, OYKapalbIK aKIapaT Kypajaaapsl,
MOTIH KaJlbIITACThIPY QYHKIUACHI, KEHINTEY, PELIMIUEHT, TyOJINIUCTUKA
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AnHoOTanus. B m1aHHOU cTaThe paccMaTpHUBAETCs sI3bIKOBast pupoaa Metadopsl. Jlaercs
ornucaHue MeTagopbl B COBPEMEHHBIX CPEICTBAX MAacCOBOM HMH(OPMAIUH, BBISBIAIOTCS
0COOEHHOCTH e¢ (PYHKIIMOHUPOBAHUS B CPECTBAX MaccoBo nHMopMariu. MaTtepraibHOU 6a30ii
UCCIIEIOBaHMS TIOCITYKIWJIM Ka3axCTaHCKUE MyonuucTudeckue Teketel 13 CMU, B TOM yncie u
AJIEKTPOHHBIC  MyOJMKAIMKM  KPYIHBIX  HOBOCTHBIX ~ MHTEpHET-TopTaioB: KasuHbopwm,
Tengrinews.kz., Vesti.kz, BNews.kz. B cBsi3u ¢ Tem, 4TO mpeaMeTOM HAIIETO0 HCCICIOBAHUS
HOCTY)XHJIM TyOJIMIIUCTHYECKHE TEKCThI, MeTadopy Mbl paccCMaTpUBalld Ha MaTepuale
COBPEMEHHBIX CPEJICTB MaccoBoW HH(GOpMaiyu, rae MeradopHuHOCTh sBIseTcS BcE Ooiee
Pa3BUBAIOIIAMCS SIBIICHHUCM.

AKTyalTbHOCTh TpEJIaraéMoro MCCIEJI0BAaHMsI COCTOUT B TOM, YTO B MOCJEIHEEe BpeMs
noBbImaeTcs 3(h(HEKTUBHOCTh TPUMEHEHHsT METaQOphl: OHA pearnpyeT Ha TEKYIIUe COOBITHS B
CTpaHe ¥ MUPE B COOTBETCTBUU C aKTyaJIbHBIMH TE€HACHIIUSIMHU B SI3bIKE. Pe3yabTaThl M BEIBOJIBI
HACTOSIIEr0 WCCIICJOBAHMS TI0Ka3ajid, YTO Ui JOCTHDKEHHS MAaKCHMaJbHOrO U Oolee
3 PEKTUBHOTO BO3JEHCTBHS HAa PELUIMEHTa B COCTaB MeTa(opbl B COBPEMEHHBIX CPEICTBAX
MaccoBOW MH(POPMAIINY BKITFOYACTCS JICKCHKA, HE XapaKTepHasi, IOPOH JIaxe He JOMYCTHMAst ISt
NyOJIMIIUCTHKH, HAIIPUMEP: KaproH, MOJOAEKHBIN CIIEHT, MpocTopeunsi. Takune HeHOPMAaTHBHBIC
(OpMBI s13bIKa YIIOTPEOIAIOTCS B MEAMATEKCTAX C LENIBI0 CO3JIaHHsI IIPO3PAYHOCTH U TOCTYITHOCTH
noHnMaHus Tekcta. K tomy ke Hanmuue meradop B MyOIMIMCTHUYECKOM TEKCTE MPEBpaIlaeT
MH(POPMALIMOHHYIO CTAaThIO B 00JIee BHIPA3UTEIBHOE BBHICKA3bIBAHWE, PUBHOCUT B SI3BIK HOBBIC
BBIPKEHUS U TIPEAOCTABIISET YNTATEIIO O0JIee ICHYIO KapTHHY Iporcxosiero. Takum oopa3om,
usydenue si3pika CMU Ha ceroHSNIHMA ICHb SIBJISICTCS HOBBIM NIEPCIIEKTUBHBIM HAIPAaBJICHUEM
JMHTBUCTHYECKUX MCCIICIOBAHUN.

KiroueBbie cioBa: meradopa, MeTadOpUIHOCTD, MyOIUIIUCTHKA, CPEIICTBA MAacCOBOU
UHpOpMaIIUU, TEKCTOOOpasyromias (yHKIIHS, OJUIICTBOPEHUE, PEIUITUCHT, MyOIHIIMCTHKA
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